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in after life. His school life commenced while he was
still very young at Dr. Eaton's private school at Lostocke
in Cheshire. At the age of eleven he was removed to
the care of the Rev. Mr. Burslem at Market Drayton,
with whom he remained a few years, and then, after a
brief public school experience at Merchant Taylors', he
went to a private school kept by Mr. Sterling at Hemel
Hemstead in Hertfordshire. At the last place he re-
mained until he was appointed in 1743 a writer in the
East India Company's service.
In early life dive's waywardness and his neglect of
school studies appear to have produced an unfavourable
impression upon his masters. One indeed, Dr. Eaton,
had the happy foresight to predict, " If that lad should
live to be a man, and an opportunity be given for the
exertion of his talents, few names will be greater than
his." To the others he was only "the most unlucky boy
they had ever had in their schools." Yet strong indica-
tions of future character were not wanting in the lad's
imperious temper, his insensibility to danger, his im-
patience of control, his dislike to the drudgery of the
desk, and his keen desire to excel in all boyish pursuits.
Before he was seven years old his temper was the subject
of anxious care to his relations. "I am satisfied," Mr.
Bayley writes, " that his fighting (to which he is out of
measure addicted) gives his temper [such] a fierceness and
imperiousness that he flies out upon, every trifling occa-
sion; for this reason I do what I can to suppress the hero,
that I may help forward the more valuable qualities of
meekness, benevolence, and patience." When at Market
Drayton he is said to have been the leader of a band of
youthful Mohawks in all their mischievous tricks, now